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Document title Questionnaire and data call on Hazardous Wrecks in the Baltic Sea 

Code 8-2 
Category DEC 
Agenda Item 8 - Wrecks and other submerged hazardous objects 
Submission date 18.10.2016 
Submitted by Secretariat 
Reference   

 

Background 
Referring to the outcome of the SUBMERGED 5 Meeting (outcome §4.3), and in order to enable progress in 
HELCOM SUBMERGED work on wrecks, the Secretariat circulated the attached questionnaire (Attachment 
1) on national approaches to hazardous wrecks on 7 October with reporting deadline by 28 October 2016. 

The SUBMERGED group is also making efforts to create a regional dataset on hazardous wrecks in the Baltic 
Sea with data submissions on wrecks requested by the same deadline 28 October 2016 (c.f. 5.3 & 5.4 
SUBMERGED 5 Outcome). Please find attached specifications of the requested data (Attachment 2). 

  

Action requested 
The Contracting Parties are invited to: 

− complete the questionnaire on hazardous wrecks (Attachment 1) 
− submit data on hazardous wrecks for the purposes of the SUBMERGED and other HELCOM 

assessments according to specifications provided in Attachment 2 
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Attachment 1 

HELCOM SUBMERGED Questionnaire on hazardous wrecks in the Baltic Sea 

7 October 2016 

In order to enable progress in HELCOM SUBMERGED work on wrecks, and referring to the outcome of the 
SUBMERGED 5 Meeting (outcome §4.3), please reply to the questions below and send answers to the 
HELCOM Secretariat Hermanni.backer@helcom.fi by 28 October 2016. 

1. Person/institution providing answers: 
2. Indicate the Country you are answering for? 
3. Do you have any official wreck registers in your country? 
4. If you have, one or several, official wreck registers, please list the name, the host institution, 

contact person/email as well as the scope of the register (archeological, polluting, military, 
navigational hazard etc): 
 
[add a list of registers: 
REGISTER NAME, HOST INSTITUTION, CONTACT, SCOPE OF WRECKS IN REGISTER] 
 

5. Please legislative definition of “wreck” in your country, if available. 
6. Which national authorities have general responsibilities to monitor the status of hazardous wrecks? 

Please identify authorities. 
7. Is there a clearly defined national monitoring programme, or strategy, to follow up pre-defined 

wreck targets (high risk wrecks) including the condition of the wreck and surrounding 
hydrodynamics? 

8. In the case of gradually leaking wrecks: please describe how the decision making goes to take any 
countermeasures. 

9. According to your national legislation, which institution is responsible for acute environmental 
mitigation action concerning wrecks in your national waters and EEZ? 

10. Do you have dedicated national contact points (institutions or persons if available) able to clarify 
the responsibilities in the case of wreck salvage work? Please provide contacts if available. 

11. Have you conducted targeted studies or surveys on hazardous wrecks in your national waters and 
EEZ? If yes provide references to the publications and submit together with answer. 

12. Have your country ranked the wrecks according to their pollution potential? if yes – what has been 
the basis for ranking? Amount of oil, proximity of sensitive areas or some other basis? 

13. Do you have maps /charts with location of the wrecks in your national waters and EEZ? If yes 
provide references to the publications and submit together with answer if possible. 

14. Please provide an estimate or definite number of wrecks in your national waters and EEZ which 
have been identified as having a certain threat for future environmental pollution, especially 
wrecks of vessels using petroleum products or other oil products as a primary fuel or wrecks known 
to have hazardous substances as cargo. 

15. Please provide the number of vessels which are known to gradually leak oil in your national waters 
and EEZ, including the amounts of oil in question. 

16. Do you have any national legal mechanisms or practices in place for removing wrecks in your 
national waters and EEZ? Please describe. 

17. Please provide information on oil removal operations from underwater wrecks or other salvage 
operations to remove hazardous cargoes onboard wrecks carried out during the last ten years in 
your national waters and EEZ. 
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Attachment 2 

Hazardous wrecks data for the purposes of the SUBMERGED and other HELCOM 
assessments 

 

For the purposes of the SUBMERGED report on hazardous submerged objects in the Baltic Sea region, the 
SUBMERGED 3-2015 Meeting agreed to create a joint Baltic-wide wreck GIS dataset including basic wreck 
information covering the entire Baltic Sea. 

 

Size of ships to be included 

The starting point to include wrecks of vessels in the size class 100 GT or more. 

 

Age of wrecks to be included 

Wrecks resulting from incidents on or after the year 1870. 

 

Type of wrecks to be included 

All wrecks from the period after 1870 are of interest, but especially wrecks identified as environmentally or 
otherwise hazardous. 

If possible the risk classification of the wrecks should be submitted as part of the data. 

The SUBMERGED 5 -2016 agreed on the following harmonized five tiered wreck risk classification 
methodologies for A) wrecks with oil pollution risk and B) wrecks with munitions the purposes of the joint 
HELCOM wreck dataset: 

 

A) oil pollution risk: 

− 0 No Risk: No oil products on board 

− 1 Unknown: Not enough information to make assessment 

− 2 Low Risk: up to 10 tons of oil products on board 

− 3 Moderate Risk: 10<100 tons of oil products on board 

− 4 High Risk: More than 100 tons of oil products on board 

 

B) amounts of munitions: 

− 0 no munitions on board 

− 1 unknown if munitions are on board 

− 2 unlikely that munitions are on board 

− 3 likely that munitions are on board 

− 4 yes, confirmed that munitions are on board  
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